McNair Challenger, December 2018 by McNair Scholars Program,
	      EMU    McNair   Challenger  
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
December 2018 Edition     Like us on Facebook: EMU McNair Scholars 
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Program Director 
hneff@emich.edu 
 
Kimberly Brown, M.A., 
Assistant Director 
Kbrown4@emich.edu 
 
Amanda Wardin, B.S., 
Graduate Assistant 
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McNair Program 
1011 Hoyt Hall 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
(734) 487-8240 
	
Future Events: 
Team Challenge 
Presentations, Halle 
Library Auditorium 
Dec. 7, 12:00 noon 
 
End of Semester Cele-
bration 
Dec 7th, 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
Dr.Neff’s Homestead 
 
Last Day of Classes 
Dec. 11th 
 
Final Examinations 
Dec. 12-18th 
 
Motown Museum 
trip: Dec. 15 
 
Semester Break! 
 
Winter Semester Mc-
Nair Seminars begin: 
Jan 25th, 2019 
 
My Ultimate McNair Fantasy! 
  In 2029, I'll be...	
Anthony Terry, Ph.D. in Social 
Work, Veteran, U.S. Navy. 
I'll be living in Spain. 
Every day I’ll be talking to veter-
ans about their problems, going 
swimming in an amazing pool and 
be wealthy enough to give my mom 
her own house.  
For fun, I will be taking trips to 
Japan, Spain, and Vegas, visit 
friends and family and swimming! 
And to make this happen, in 
2019 I'll be applying to graduate 
schools and crushing the GRE! 
 
Fajr “Solaire” Muham-
mad, Ph.D. in Interna-
tional Relations. 
I'll be living in Ireland. 
Every day I’ll be exploring 
the world and learning about 
new cultures. 
For fun, I will hike, play the 
piano, write short stories and 
play with children. 
And to make this happen, 
I will allow myself to choose 
the path leading to the most 
happiness and take every op-
portunity to get there. 
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Brianna M. Jones, LMSW. 
In 2029 I'll be living in Virginia. 
Every day I’ll be working to keep children in safe 
homes, away from pedophiles, abusers, etc. 
For fun, I will take dance classes and possibly teach 
children miniature dance routines. 
And to make this happen, I will continue my edu-
cation in Social Work, conduct research and work 
smarter instead of harder. 
Avery Dumas, Ph.D. in Mechanical Engi-
neering. 
I'll be living in Los Angeles.  
Every day I’ll be working with Elon Musk on his 
Mars expedition and developing technologies to 
help people all over the world. 
For fun, I will be expanding my customization 
business and traveling in every continent. 
And to make this happen, I will stay focused 
on my Mechanical Engineering degree, and work 
on plans for graduate programs. 
 
Desiree Drake, Ph.D. in Social Work. 
I'll be living in Michigan, still. 
Every day I’ll be working toward the education 
and well-being of inner city children, or those in 
impoverished neighborhoods. 
For fun, I will hike across Asia, break the Guin-
ness Book of World Records record for having too 
many jobs, and will probably still be working. 
And to make this happen, I will work hard to 
get into an exceptional graduate program that fur-
thers my education. I will then move forward to a 
Ph.D. program. Hopefully, I will then begin my 
own internship (all inclusive) program. 
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Jalen Taylor, Ph.D. in Biochemistry. 
In 2029 I'll be living in both Fredericksburg and Charlottesville, 
Virginia (my two homes). 
Every day I’ll be working as a professor at University of Virginia 
and working and collaborating on research with scientists at the Na-
tional Institute of Health. 
For fun, I will travel overseas to Europe and  Africa, also spending 
time with family and my beautiful dog.  
And to make this happen, I will continue my research, apply to 
summer programs and study really hard. Also, I'll practice self-care 
so I don’t go crazy before I get there! 
 
Clayton Sigmann, Ph.D. in International Relations. 
I'll be living in London. 
Every day I’ll be writing my own political philosophy on the 
unification of Earth and a new way of government for such a 
large population.  
For fun, I will be rapping, and making a record expressing 
my views in a way the youth and uneducated people can grasp. 
And to make this happen, I will need to devote more time 
to my literature, my art and my future. 
 
Cyril Yancey, Ph.D. in International Relations 
I'll be living anyplace I choose! 
Every day I’ll be trading stocks, writing and publish-
ing, teaching, enjoying my dogs. 
For fun, I will safely bowl in my home, play Smash 
Brothers, travel and invest in my community.  
And to make this happen, I will work, invest, and 
study, study, study. 
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Perrece Hamilton, Ph.D. in Arts Management 
I'll be living in Houston, Texas. 
Every day I’ll be working closely with music executives and artists. 
For fun, I will travel the world. 
And to make this happen, I will stay focused on school and my 
artistic and entrepreneurial goals. 
 
Jadyn Guess, Ph.D. in International Business 
I'll be living in Bilbao, Spain. 
Every day I’ll be working as a manager at the Banco 
Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria. 
For fun, I will be a food connoisseur and write bi-
weekly blogs for my fellow gourmets! 
And to make this happen, in 2019 I will be stud-
ying at the University of Salamanca in Spain. 
David DeLisle, Ph.D. in Physics 
I'll be living in Michigan. 
Every day I’ll be developing new systems and technology to 
revolutionize the world around us and create many advances in 
numerous fields of study and technology. 
For fun, I will hike across Europe, embrace culture around the 
world and work with people from every background to change 
technology. 
And to make this happen, I will seek more research oppor-
tunities and find interesting topics to investigate and expand my 
knowledge, and to give myself more life experience. 
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Shayla Card-Nowlin, Ph.D. in Arts Management 
In 2029 I'll be living in Houston, Texas. 
I’ll be publishing my third book, which will be on many “must read” 
lists. I will also be a Pulitzer Prize winner.  
For fun, I will hike across the entire continent of Australia, and be 
a part of a movement providing women of color from multiple back-
grounds with an outlet to discuss and solve issues, while funding 
their ambitions. 
And to make this happen, I will continue to research societal 
issues, and practice many genres of writing. 
Nailah Bush, Ph.D.  
I'll be living in Florida. 
Every day I’ll be ABA Certified and in the early stages 
of my Afrocentered Healing and Recreational Center.   
For fun, I will commission service projects in Africa. 
And to make this happen, I will conduct research 
in similar or specified areas of culture, health, and non-
profit   administration.  
CONGRATULATIONS to our  December '18  GRADUATING  SENIORS!!!!  
Mahogany Anderson, Psychology: Research project: “Barriers to the Utilization of 
Mental Health Services on College Campuses by African American Students,” Dr. 
Charles Graham, mentor. 
Larry Borum, Physics: Research project: “Study of a Microclimate Temperature 
Distribution in an Artificial Structure,” Dr. Marshall Thomsen, mentor. 
Courtni Montgomery, Psychology: Research project: “Cognitive Functioning Out-
comes After Binge Drinking and Cigarette Smoking Among a National Sample of U.S. 
Older Adults," Dr. Karen Saules, mentor. 
Kimberly Solomon, Psychology: Research project: Relation between Anxiety 
and the Perception of Expressed Emotion," Dr. Angela Staples, Mentor. 
